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r ^r>TvnTNTS TO THE CLAIMS 

, „ „ u ,„ 00 tmA 1%- 47 Please amend claims 5, 9, 17, 
Please cancel claims 1-4, 8, 11-16, 18, 20-21 and li 4/. new 

1 9 and 22 as follows: 
1-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) in an electronic device interfaced with a display surface, a memod^ 

comprising the steps of: 

providing two electronic diagrams, said electronic diagrams having blocks representing 

components of a system; 

determining corresponding features of said electronic diagrams that are present m both of 

said electronic diagrams; 

determining differences between said electronic diagrams; 

categorizing said differences between said two electronic diagrams as functional 
differences and graphical differences, said functional differences controlling the performance of 
a system represented by said electronic diagram, said graphical differences affecting the 
appearance of said electronic diagram displayed to a user; 

copying all of said functional differences from said selected one of said two electrons 

diagrams; 

copying less than all of said graphical differences from said selected one of said two 

electronic diagrams; and 

inserting the copied functional differences and graphical differences into corresponding 
sections of said other electronic diagram, said copied functional and graphical differences bemg 
inserted in the corresponding sections of said other electronic diagram. 

6 (Original) The method of claim 5, comprising the further steps of: 

cascading hierarchically the replacement of data elements in said other electronic 
diagram wherein said data elements being replaced are arranged in a tree structure, said tree 
structure having parent data elements with child data elements attached thereto, said child data 
elements in said other electronic diagram being replaced when said parent data element is 
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replaced. 

7 (Original) The method of claim 5, comprising the further steps of: 

cascading hierarchically the replacement of data elements in said other electronic 
diagram, therein said data elements being replaced are arranged in a tree structure, said tree 
structure havingparent data elements with child data elements attached thereto, sa,d child data 
elements of corresponding parent data elements in said two electronic diagrams being replaced 
without replacing the corresponding parent data element. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) In an electronic device interfaced with a display surface, a method, 

comprising the steps of: 

providing two electronic diagrams, said electronic diagrams having blocks representing 

components of a system; 

determining corresponding features of said electronic diagrams that are present in both of 

said electronic diagrams; 

determining differences between said electronic diagrams; *hh* 

programmatically merging differences copied from a selected one of said two electronic 
diagrams into the other of said electronic diagrams at a corresponding location in said other 
electronic diagram; 

determining a distance on said display surface from an endpoint of a line to an updated 
connection point for a block in said other electronic diagram, said updated connection point 
being the connection point of a said line and said block following a merge operation; 

comparing said distance to a pre-defined parameter, said pre-defined parameter being a 
distance value: and 

extending said displayed line to said updated connection point when said distance is less 
than said pre-defined parameter. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, comprising the further step of: 

replacing said line with a new line drawn to said updated connection point when said 
distance is at least as large as said pre-defined parameter. 
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11-14. (Cancelled). 
15-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Cuirently Amended) hi an *Wtmnic device n method, comprising the steps of;T b€^ed 
of claim 1 5, comprioing the further '.-.tops o f- 

! iHin M two state diagram, nf -a system, said state digram s havjnp blocks joined with 



tiir , gas h " f Said blocks reBrcssBtiDg States in § astern said lines representing traditions 
betwegnsaid stgtgg, said transiti o n, taking place tmon the occurrence ofa specified event; 
H^iirina rnrremondi ne features o f said state diagrams that are present in bo thofsaj^ 



st ate diagrams; 

determ iTim o differences jgetwcja state diagrams, wherein the determining of 
differences includes c ategorizing said corresponding features as functional features and 
graphical features, said functional features controlling the performance of the system represented 
by said state diagram, said graphical features affecting the appearance of said state diagram 
displayed to a user^^amLdetermining differences in said functional features and said graphical 
features of said state diagrams; 

enabling a user to select one or mor e of said differences: 

mnrain p the one or mnre differences selected bv the user from a selected one of said sta te 
djagrains, into the other ofsaid state diagra m *, said merging step including the? step of copyi ng 
said selected one or more di f ferences r™m the selected ono of said slate diagrams and inserting , 
.aid selected one or more differences in said ofr r ctg,R ** r* m wherein the step of copying 
includes copying all of said differences in functional features from said selected one of said state 
diagrams jjQd copying less than all of said differences in graphical features from said selected 
one of said state diagrams; and 

inserting the copied functional feature differences and graphical feature differences into 
corresponding sections of said other state diagram, said copied differences replacing the 
corresponding section of said other state diagram. 

18. (Cancelled) 
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19 (Currently Amended) jp^ngtwo^ t faat includes — *^ ronic ^ '^ sni(i elRC<rQ " iC ^ 
inS^J with , displ ay surface a method, rnmnrisin, the steps gf ; :r4*H W *3**^^ 

e omprioiiig the furthor slope of 

rgtHevm, qv~ said network two I Is ilr diagrjinj aajd gjgc g Hi^ms havmu 

hww joined with •«* includ mr at Vast o ne semantic ronnr-ction, said semant i c 

assocM n s components within the sarns system m w M-Hrrt rnnir diagram without a 
digSt connection i n , M ^m hetwe.*n the component , ei, rn ofsafl Hocks mgiudmg 
connection noints whe re said lines join said blocks; 

Hi T i a yiiic> said eloctrgmc diagram * tn a user on said display surface 

djgtennjnins corr^ondin g featojss of said electronic diagrams that *ro present in botk o f 

said electronic diagrams; 

determi nin g differences hetween 3 aid el ectronic diagrams said differences bring 
r^Hed as a list ^FH,i H elements. w h«rrin said determining of differences includes categorizing 
said differences between said electronic diagrams as functional differences and graphical 
differences, said functional differences controlling the performance of the system represented by 
said electronic diagram, said graphical differences affecting the appearance of said block 
diagram displayed to a user; 

enabling a user to select one or more of sn »l differences: 

merging the one or more differen c e* selected bv the user from a selected one of said 
electronic diagrams into the other of sai^ electronic di grams, said merging Stop including the 
ste p of conving said, selected »nc or more d i f fer ences from the selected ono of said electronic 
diagrams and inserting said selected one o r more differences in the other , of said electronic 
diagrams, wherein the sten cf convine includes copying all of said functional differences from 
selected one of said two electronic diagrams_andcopying less than all of said graphical 
differences from said other electronic diagram; and 

inserting the copied functional differences and graphical differences into corresponding 
sections of said other electronic diagram, said copied graphical and functional differences 
replacing data elements in the corresponding section of said other electronic diagram. 



20-21. (Cancelled) 



5 
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22 (Currently Amended) ^^sSOBar device interfaced .y^^^^^^m 

holding cgmou^-m^ ^trucrions for jynelho^^^ 

T h e , medium of Joiui 20 '' Wi n . aid m u thod com pi iu i u the fi i nlmr m o p o f' 

rrM ,,:,,; two gjjsaonjc djajsa nis gtesnjfi diagrams having blocks represent 
rnm pmients o f - y«tem. a g iH hlncks connecred by lings; 

H^mi^ ^nnndin.fcat^ nf .irl gl -rtrnnir dinnnm, that are present m bolt, of 

said electro nic diagrams! 

getsommiait djffelSDceg bet vr r r, -l id Hrr tronir. diRpramsAvherein the determining of 



Hi (Tehees includes categorizing said difference, between said two electronic diagrams as 
functional differences and graphical differences, said functional differences controlling the 
performance of a system represented by said electronic diagram, said graphical differences 
affecting the appearance of said electronic diagram displayed to a user; 
griflhlino ; a user to select one or mor * oj said differences; 

prftpnimmatical lv merging the o r,e at more differences selected by the user by copying 
said selected one nr ^re differenc e * fiom a elected one of said two ejectrgnjc digrams into 
the other of said gjecjrjfflic. diagrams ■* * ■wr.snnndine loririon in said ortwr electronic diagram, 
wherein the step of co pying includes c opying all of said functional differences from said 
selected one of said two electronic diagraros^nd.copying less than all of said graphical 
differences from said selected one of said two electronic diagrams; and 

inserting the copied functional differences and graphical differences into corresponding 
sections of said other electronic diagram, said copied functional and graphical differences being 
inserted in the corresponding section of said other electronic diagram. 



23-47 (Cancelled). 
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